




Mountaineers Will Enact 
Story Of Rip· Van Winkle 

Reviving one of American earli
est folk legends the Mountaineers, 
Inc., will present "Rip Van Winkle 
and the Silver Flagon" in their 
Forest Theatre near Bremerton 
two Sundays, June 4 and June 11. 
Adapted from the Knickerbocker 
Tales this new dramatic version 
has been written expressly for the 
Mountaineer Players and their 
sylvan theatre by Tom Herbert, 
well known Seattle playwright and 
radio commentator. In recreating 
the early American setting neces
sary to produce this vehicle, the 
players have moved the Catskill 
Mountains to the more local Olym
pics. Traditional events of im
portance are these Forest Theatre 
productions presented each year 
when the forest and the rhododen
drons are especially beautiful. 
This, the seventeenth annual play, 
a "world premiere," is especially 
well suited to outdoor dramatiza
tion. 

Unlike the Washington Irving 
classic or the Joe .Jefferson script, 
Mr. Herbert's production reached 
new heights with its gay and f'es
tive ending. Familiar to all is the 
original legend of likable Rip 
who wandered into the hills and 
there slept for 20 years. But new 
to all will be this sparkling story 
featuring what happened when

Rip met the queer little men, 
sipped magic dew with them and 
then kept the silver flagon in his 
hand as he slept for 20 years. Five 
song numbers are written into the 
script by George Larson and 'l'om 
Herbert. 

Forest Theatre, a natural am
phitheatre rich in rustic charm, 
is in Rhododendron Park, a 125-
acre preserve belonging to the 
Mountaineers, Inc., and located 
near Bremerton on the Seabeck 
route to Hood Canal. The wind
ing trail that leads to the theatre 
from the cabin and picnic area is 
heavily banked with green foliage 
and highlighted by blush pink 
rhododendron blossoms. The audi
ence is seated on the hillsides 
above the stage. The towering 
trees are thinned only sufficiently 
to allow the sun to filter through, 
casting natural spotlights on the 
actors below. It is in this fairy
land setting that the land of make
believe becomes a reality, Alice 
in Wonderland, Robin Hood and 
his merry men, Ali Baba and the 
40 Thieves, Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs, Sleeping Beauty
these are only a few of the story 
book folk who have entertained 
Forest Theatre audiences. Now 
the magic of the Catskill& will 
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Actors Turn Fire-Fighters 
Twenty-five members of the club 

who went to the theatre and club 
camp to rehearse over the ·week-

nd for the forthcoming outdoor 
production of "Rip Van Winkle 
and the Silver Flagon," abandoned 
rehearsals and turned fire-fighters. 

Saturday the club members 
formed a bucket brigade and con- 
trolled flames at the edge· of the 
theatre site. Sunday they helped 
fight the blaze in adjoining prop
erty. The rehearsal was postponed 
a week The production is to be 
presented June 4 and 11. 



Mountaineer 
Players Pl an 

For Work-Party 
There's work to be done! So, the 

Mountaineer Players are "at home" 
at the Kitsap property this week
end when they invite members and 
friends to attend a work-party, Dis
proving the old adage, "Faith 
moves mountains," this group of 
outdoor thespians will move the 
Catskill Mountains onto the stage 
of their Forest Theatre in prepa
ration of the forthcoming produc
tion, "Rip Van Winkle and the 
Silver Flagon." Most work must 
be done before the Sundays of June 
4 and June 11, when they present 
their seventeenth annual Forest 
Theatre play. With hammer and 
saw, the work of constructing 
stage settings and enlarging the 
seating capacity will get under 
way. 

In full accord with the old be
lief that all work and no play 
makes Jack (or Jill) a du.ll person, 
the Kitsap Cabin committee will 
give a dance and entertainment for 
those attending. 



Catskill Play 
To Be Given 
In Olympics. 

Moving the Catskill Mountains 
into the Olympics, the Mountaineer 
Players begin plans for the 1939 
Forest Theatre production - "Rip 
Van Winkle and the Silver Flagon."'t 
Adapted from the familiar Wash
ington Irving legend, this dramati- ' 
zation is to be a "world premier," 
having been written expressly for 
the Forest Theatre by Tom Her
bert, well known Seattle playwright 
and . radio theatre commentator. 
The musical numbers have been 
composed by George Larson and 
Mr. Herbert- the team known for 
"Vict'ry for Washington." 

Likeable Rip and jovial Hen
drick Hudson will live again when 
the Mountaineers transfer the 
original setting of the Knicker
bocker Tales from the banks of the 
Hudson River to the stage of the 
Forest Theatre near Hood Canal 
the first two Sundays in June. 

Initial tryouts will be tomorrow 
evening at the Mountaineers Club 
rooms. This first casting is for the 
eighteen speaking roles. Fifty per
sons will be cast in group scenes, 
musical and dance numbers. ·Mrs. 
Frances Spalding will direct the 
dance numbers. 

* * * 




